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§ 404.10 Are there certain types of in-
frastructure and facilities that may 
not be included in a rural water 
supply project? 

Yes. A rural water supply project 
may not include: 

(a) Any infrastructure or facilities 
that would deliver water for commer-
cial irrigation; and 

(b) The construction of major im-
poundment structures. 

§ 404.11 What type of assistance is 
available under the program? 

Under the Reclamation Rural Water 
Supply Program, you may: 

(a) Request Reclamation to conduct 
an appraisal investigation or feasi-
bility study for a rural water supply 
project for you, with your cooperation; 

(b) Request funding through a grant 
or cooperative agreement to enable you 
to conduct an appraisal investigation 
or feasibility study for a rural water 
supply project yourself, or through a 
contractor; or 

(c) Request Reclamation to review 
and approve an appraisal investigation 
or feasibility study completed without 
assistance from Reclamation. 

§ 404.12 Can Reclamation provide as-
sistance with the construction of a 
rural water supply project under 
this program? 

Reclamation may provide assistance 
with the construction of a rural water 
supply project developed under this 
program if Congress specifically au-
thorizes the project and appropriates 
funds for construction. 

§ 404.13 What criteria will Reclamation 
use to prioritize requests for assist-
ance under the program? 

All requests for assistance that meet 
the eligibility requirements in §§ 404.6 
and 404.7 will be evaluated by applying 
the following prioritization criteria: 

(a) Whether there is an urgent and 
compelling need for a rural water sup-
ply project that would: 

(1) Address present or future water 
supply needs; or 

(2) Promote public health and safety 
by addressing present and preventing 
future violations of drinking water 
standards; 

(b) The extent to which a rural water 
supply project promotes and applies a 

regional or watershed perspective to 
water resources management as de-
fined in § 404.2; 

(c) The financial need of the project 
sponsors for assistance with the plan-
ning, design, and construction of a 
rural water supply project, as dem-
onstrated by readily available local 
and regional economic indicators; 

(d) The extent to which Reclamation 
is uniquely qualified to plan, design, 
and build the project; 

(e) Whether a rural water supply 
project helps meet applicable require-
ments established by law; 

(f) The extent to which a rural water 
supply project serves Indian tribes that 
have nonexistent or inadequate water 
systems; 

(g) The extent to which a rural water 
supply project is ineligible for com-
prehensive funding (sufficient to fully 
fund planning and construction of the 
entire project) through other assist-
ance programs; 

(h) The extent to which a rural water 
supply project is identified as a pri-
ority by state, tribal or local govern-
ments; 

(i) Whether a rural water supply 
project incorporates an innovative ap-
proach that effectively addresses water 
supply problems and needs, either by 
applying new technology or by employ-
ing a creative administrative or coop-
erative solution; and 

(j) Other criteria that Reclamation 
deems appropriate. 

§ 404.14 How will Reclamation provide 
notice of opportunities for assist-
ance under the program? 

Notice of opportunities for assistance 
to conduct an appraisal investigation 
or a feasibility study under § 404.11(a) 
or (b) will be posted as a program an-
nouncement on the required govern-
ment-wide Web site for announcement 
of Federal assistance opportunities. 
Opportunities for assistance will also 
be advertised locally by Reclamation 
regional and area offices. You are en-
couraged to contact your local Rec-
lamation office to find out about up-
coming program announcements and to 
discuss your interest in the program. 
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